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Babu Prabhu Das Ji
Founder of Prabhu Das Dynasty

¢  Jugal Kishore Jain

Babu Prabhudasji, grand father of Babu Deo Kumar Ji was
born at Banaras in the year 1813 AD. His father was Sri Ganeshi
Lalji, son of sri Mawasilal ji, who had migrated from Sahjadpur
(U.P) to Banaras in the year 1800 A.D.

Having got his house constructed at Banaras he lived at
Bhadaini Ghat on the bank of the majestic Ganga and aiso pur-
chased a few other properties there in the year, 1815.

Prabhudasji was married in 1830. He came in close con-
tact with poet and saint Kavi Vrindavan who had migrated from
Arrah. They studied Jain scriptures and had discussion for the pres-
ervation of manuscripts and temples together with other aspects of
Jainology. They lived a religious life. Vrindavanji was a born poet
and he wrote several poems and devotional songs which soon be-
came popular in the entire Hindi belt among the Jain Srawkas who
visited temples to pray and perform pujas.

Prabhudasji also got the inspiration from Vrindavanji and
he started composing devotional poems. One such poetic work
Dudharas Katha written in his own hand writing is available in the
Jain Sidhant Bhawan Library. This was later printed in the Jain
Bhaskar & Jain Antiquary. Thereafter he came in touch with the
famous poet Vinodi Lalji of Sahjadpur during his visit to the old city
of his fore fathers. This contact increased his intereset in hand
written Jain manuscripts, which were not being looked after and
cared and were getting destroyed every where. He started coﬂect- .
ing such ancient manuscripts at Sahjadpur and continued doifg so
during his pilgrimage to other places and Kaushambi. -

He was aggneved to find this holy place Kaushambi ht-
tered with ancient pieces of antiquity. The village kids even sold
them to visitors for a paisa each. He took the tilak of holy earth on
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his fore head and vowed for it renovation which was the birth place
of the sixth- Tirthankar Lord Padma Prabhu and the kingdom of
ancient Vats-Desh, which covered prayag (modem Allahabad). in
1834 he started the repair work of the famous Kaushambi temple.

Subsequently, he went on pilgrimage oa foot to phaphosa
(prabhas Giri) a smal} hill 8 miles away where Lord Padma Prabhu
spent years in penance and attainded Kewal Gyan (full knowledge).
He collected some uncared and damaged manuscripts while he
was going through the villages of Champaha Bazar, Pali and Garhwa
enroute Phaphosa.

There after he came to Arrah along with poet Vrindavan.
He had in his mind to visit patna, Pawapuriji, Rajgrih, Gunavaji,
Kundalpur (Nalanda) and then to Parasnath. He was a person who
immediately started doin things which he decided to do. During his
journey to these old places he asked the Jain families every where
to take good care for the preservation of the ancient manuscripts
and save them from decay and damage. Many people took the vow
and started safe-guarding these valuable manuscripts but those who
could not do it handed over their manuscripts to him. This became
the starting point 160 years ago of the movement for safe-guarding
and the preservation of ancient Jain manuscripts.

He became the moving spirit which ultimately inspired 73
years later his grandson Deo Kumar ji resulting in the establish-
ment of Jain Siddhant Bhawan in 1903 A.D

Babu Deo Kumar Ji had the same interest for preservation
of Jain manuscripts and he made it an All india Movement travel-
ling all over South India mostly on bullock cart and on foot, because
at that time railways were not available every where and then to
Mumbai and north India back to Arrah when fell seriously ill and
died at Calcutta in 1908. when he was only 31.

Babu Prabhu Das on his return from his pilgrimage of holy
places is Bihar and Uttar Pradesh shifted from Banaras to Arrah in
1835 and at the age ot 24 took the vow ot taking tood only once in
24 hours and that also after performing pooja and this he whole-
heartedly followed till his death.

His studies were multi-lingual. Besides Hmd!, he knew
Sanskrit, Urdu & Persian very well and his interest in manusenpts
kept him busy in his studies.

in the mean time he came in ciose iouch with Pi. Parmesmm
Sahay and Pt. Jagmohan Dasji both scholars of Arrah and had



contact with Pt. Sadasukhji noted- Pandit of Jaipur.

Babu Kunwar Singh was a famous Zamindar of Shahabad
District distinguished for his valour and anti English leanings.
Prabhudasji became friendly with himand even visited his princely
head quarter at Jagdishpur, in near about the year, 1842. He pro-
cured from him a gift of land at Arrah inthe name of Lord Chandra
Prabhu, and got constructed a temple. Idols in this temple mention
Arah as Aramnagar. Later Prabhudas j1 got his 1st daughter Kundan
Bibi married to Keshardasji son of Predumman Kumarji.

He met Bhattarak Jinendra Bhushan in 1851 who gave
him a vow to construct five Jain temples. Sometimes later he brought
pre~fabricated stone for temples construction at Kaushambi, Pali.
Shajadpur, Bhadaini (Banaras) and Chandrawati and got constructed
a Shantinath temple over his residential house at Arrah. He got
work started at the above five places one by one as vowed by him.
He also got Dharamshalas constructed at Kaushambi,
Caphandrawati and Bhadaini.

‘The palace like Dharmshala at Bhadaini on the bank of
holy Ganges adjacent to his residential house, now houses the fa-
mous Syadvad Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya founded by his grandson
Deva Kumarji and the famous saint Ganesh Prasad ji Barni.

He performed panch Kalyanak Pratishtha at Bhadaini
(Banaras) in 1863 under the guidance of Bhattarak Rajendra
Bhushan of Gwalior later in the year. 1874 he took over charge of
the famous and the most coveted place ot pilgrimage tor the Jains,
Shree Sammed Sikherji Parasnath from Bhattarak Rajendra
Bhushan ji. This very year, he got married his only son Chandra
Kumarji to Chegan Bibi niece of Babu Bachu Lalji of Munshi Khana
of Lala Shankar Lalji. This last function was performed from his
newly constructed princely house now famous as 'Devashram.'

He died in the year, 1877 at the age of 64 leaving behind a
large tfamily including tour son-in-laws, a son, a daughter-m-iaw
and a grand son Babu Dev kumar who was born in the same year
on the 7 th of March and of course a large zamindary and number
of house properties. temple and Dharmshalas at various ﬁhuus
Also he left behind a large number of friend and relatives to mourn
his death including a sacred legacy of religious and charitable out-
look of life which is still cherished by his very large number of
dependants; residing ai many piace in india.

(Referance : The Jaina Antiquary, Vol.43) @
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Rajarsi Babu Devkumar Ji
(1877-1908)

’

-4  Dr. Jagdish Chandra Jain

Babu Devkumar (1877-1908), known as RAJARSHI (the
royal saint), was the grandson of the well known Babu Prabhudas
-a philanthropist and a scholar of Sanskrit and Jain literature. He
died at a young age of 31. He was an enthusiastic personality al-
ways keeping in mind those who were deserving and needy. It was
he who laid down the foundation of the Syadvada Mahavidyalaya,
Kashi in 1905 which later produced numerous Jain pandits and
schorlars of Jainism who are working at various important posts
atpresent. The site of the vidyalaya, was originally a residential
house of his grandfather, located at Bhadaini - Jain Ghat or Prabhu
Ghat on the magestic bank of the Ganga. This site was generously
donated by Devakumarji for the use of the educational institute.
Maharshi Devkumar was a silent worker with a will to bring about
social changes in the community. He was well aware of the harm-
ful customs superstitious beliefs, illiteracy, the rights of women, the
pitiable condition of widows and domination of ritualism under the
guise of religious practices. He tried to remove these abstacles
from the Jain society for which he never hesitated to give magnificient
donations. He took initiative to from a Jain Youngmen's Associa-
tion (1901), the Central Jain Publishing House , Arrah (1902), Nagari
Pracharini Sabha (1907), Jain Kanya Pathshala (1907) Jain Bala-
vishram, Arrah (1921) and the Jain Siddhanta Bhavan (Central Jain
Oriental Library (1908). He was associated with various Jain
Organisations all over India. He made a tripe of South India in 1906
in order to collect important manuscripts scattered here and there,
including some rare ones on palmieaf. Out of these, some have
been published in Sanskrit, Prakrit. Apabhramsa and Hindi by the



Institute. Recently, a beautiful edition of the illustrated Jain Ramayana
has been published. The Institute is also publishing the Jain Siddhanta
Bhaskara- cum- Jain Antiquary, a bi-annual Journal from 1913.
Devkumar ji was an editor of the Jain Gazette, started from Arrah
with the object of creating in the Jain community. His activities
were not confined only to the Jain community, he had his active
sympathy for the National Freedom Movement of the country and
had an opportunity of coming into contact with national leaders of
renowned. At present Babu Subodh Kumar Jain the illustrious son
i of Babu Nirmal Kumar Jain, son of Rajarshi Dev Kumarji, is occu-
pied in carrying out the project started by his forefathers.

* Excerpts from ' Modem Religions Movements ' to be
edited by professor Robert D. Blaird professor of History of reli-
gions, the University of lowa, USA (third edition), to be published
soon by Manohar Publishers and Distributors, New Delhi.

(Referance- Jain Antiquary, Vol.- 45, Part-1,2)
<
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